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Gov. Andrew Cuomo supports the end of 

gerrymandering. So do a majority of state Assembly 

members. But some say that if the current lack of 

political follow-through on promises to support 

redrawn legislative districts is any indication, change 

won't be coming any time soon.

Three bills to redistrict — one in the state Assembly 

and two in the Senate — are locked in their 

respective committees, in part because state 

legislators who in 2010 signed a pledge to create an 

independent redistricting commission may be backing away from 

those campaign promises.

But as panelists made clear Thursday night during a public forum at 

Monroe Community College, redrawing political district maps is a 

complicated issue that seeks to create more competitive and 

politically balanced legislative districts while maintaining voter rights 

protected under the U.S. Constitution.

"Will we have more competitive races?" asked panelist Neal 

Jaschik, president of Citizens for a Better New York, who said one 

of the ills of the current system is the long-term entrenchment of 

one political party in a district.

"While competitive districts are nice, it seems to me the more 

important thing is having them drawn in a way so that people who 

win elections in those districts are going to be responsive to their 

constituents ... that there is a chance if they don't pay attention to 

their constituents, they're going to get thrown out of office in the 

next election," he said.

Other panelists were Peter J. Galie, chairman of the political 

science department at Canisius College; Monroe County Legislator 

Vincent Esposito, D-Irondequoit; and Josh Jensen, representative 

of state Sen. Joseph Robach, R-Greece.

Esposito said he agrees the goal of more competitiveness is one to 

seek, but says redistricting alone can't make it a reality.
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"The process of partisan districting is really the epitome of self-

interest in partisan politics, and it is an undercurrent of all things 

that we don't like about government," he said.

But redistricting "is not the end-all and be-all."

The Assembly bill (A-5388) seeks to establish an independent 

redistricting commission to create redistricting plans for 

congressional and state legislative districts based on the census. A 

companion bill (S-3419) is in committee in the Senate.

Jensen said Robach's bill (S-717) also is in committee. He said the 

bill calls for the majority and minority of each chamber to name one 

member each to a redistricting panel, equaling four. The fifth 

appointee would have to be jointly agreed upon.

Constitutional challenges abound in taking the process through the 

state Legislature versus seeking an amendment to the state 

constitution allowing for redistricting, Galie said:

"Why pass legislation that has constitutional flaws and then go back 

to square one?"

GMCLENDN@DemocratandChronicle.com

Comments(2) | Share your thoughts »

YOU MIGHT ALSO BE INTERESTED IN

Mighty Taco eyes Henrietta location

Rochester couple both face felony charges after fight

Legislature OKs redistricting plan

10 things to do in the Rochester area this weekend

MORE LOCAL NEWS HEADLINES

Students' work at ArtPeace

Seagulls making a mess in downtown Batavia

Most of Erie Canal to open tomorrow

Ads by Pulse 360 GET LISTED HERE

Review Us

Rochester-area brain drain shows in 
census

69

Report finds upstate property tax rates 
higher

21

Medicare, taxes central to debate for 
26th District

19

ADVERTISEMENT

New Issue Alert - OBJE
Hot Stock Obscene Jeans Inc. Explosive Investment 

Potential
www.ObsceneJeans.com

New York Refinance at 2.65%
$160,000 Mortgage $659/mo. No SSN req. Get a Free 

quote! (3.0% apr)
Lendgo.com/mortgage

New Policy in New York
Drivers with no DUIs may be eligible for $9 per week car 

insurance.
www.lifestylejournal.com

Advance Your Career & Earn More Money!

Select a degree program to explore how you can 
earn more now! 

ZIP Code Select Your Career Interest

Or, Choose a degree program:

Business Health Care Technology

Find local reviews, photos and coupons of Dining & 
Entertainment, and more.

See more categories...

TODAY'S NEWSPAPER ADS

[newspaperadfor] Valley 
Cadillac

ONLINE AD EXPIRES 5/14/2011

ONLINE AD 
EXPIRES 5/15/2011

VALLEY CADILLAC NAPLES CREEK 

SHOES AND 

LEATHER

VIEW MORE

REAL DEALS TAKE ON A MISSION TO EARN 
ACHIEVEMENTS!

SUBSCRIBE! MORE D&C PRODUCTS

Art Drop

Cold Rush

Capture Rochester

ConXion

Rochester Magazine

Meet the Babies

Canandaigua Magazine

Page 2 of 3Panel ponders complexities of redrawing election districts | Democrat and Chro...

5/13/2011http://www.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011105130326



Flip, shop and save on 

specials from your 

favorite retailers in 

Rochester, NY 14614

GET DEALS NOW

Visit Rochester

Vote Up

Cozi calendar

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map  |  Back to Top

NEWS

Local News

Data

Obituaries

Columns

Nation/World

Living

Entertainment

Weather

NY State news

ARTS

Rochester Arts

D&C staff Arts blog

Calendar

Art Drop

Movie times

BUSINESS

Records & resources

Young Professionals

Business blog

MEDIA & GAMES

score!

Rochester in Focus

Video

Panoramas

Sudoku

Crossword

Horoscopes

Picture the Impossible

TV

Your photos

SPORTS

Amerks

Bills

Colleges

High schools

Knighthawks

Red Wings

Rhinos

ROCDOCS

Public Payrolls

Real estate transactions

Restaurant inspections

On the Move

Property Taxes

2010 Census Data

ROCTOWNS

Brockport

Brighton

Chili

Gates

Greece

Fairport/Perinton

Henrietta

Irondequoit

Penfield

Pittsford

OPINION

Blogs

Join our roundtable

Forums

Twitter

Facebook

HELP

Advertise

Customer Service

Subscribe

Jobs with us

Executive contacts

News contacts

Paid archive

7-day archive

NIE

Feedback

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts

News | Jobs | Cars for Sale | Homes for Sale | Apartments for Rent | Real Estate | Shopping | Mom Groups

Copyright © 2011 www.democratandchronicle.com. All rights reserved.

Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

Page 3 of 3Panel ponders complexities of redrawing election districts | Democrat and Chro...

5/13/2011http://www.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011105130326


